GWA Workbench Project 2004
Final Class of Four – August 21, 2004
Thank the participants:

I’m happy to have been a part of this project, but I’m even happier to know that it is over.

John Greindl,  Jim Myrick,  Tommy Roland, Ben Kelson,  Mike Maples,  Ed Perkerson,  Wayne Mullins, Victor Jones, Greg Jucha and Paul Proffitt.
Special thanks to John Greindl  

· For carrying the workbench tops back and forth as needed to get them planed and assembled

· For letting us use his workshop space to assemble and finish the workbenches

· For all his help throughout the entire project

Special thanks to Jim Myrick

· For insight and critiques and quality control

· For putting together the accessories presentation

· For all his availability and help on the entire project

Special thanks to Tommy Roland

· For allowing us the use of his 20” planer and other tools

· For advice and assistance throughout the construction of the workbenches

· For showing us how to plane a workbench top that won’t fit in a planer

Project highlights
· Design by committee – lots of options, but hard to make decisions because so much depends on the person who will use the workbench
· Construction by committee – very difficult with a project this size due to scattered pieces and coordinating schedule and help

· Total costs:  The pine workbench cost $309.22.  The fir workbench cost $696.62.  The difference was virtually all in the wood.

· The benches weigh approximately 325 pounds each

· Total hours spent: only a guess at 150 to 200 hours

Things we learned

· Wood moves (what looks straight at the wood store may not look so straight at home)
· Maple, purpleheart and jatoba are both cheaper than fir (as are many other hardwoods)
· An eight foot long workbench top is huge

· Wood moves (because when you build by committee the bench parts are everywhere)

· No one has enough of the right clamps

· 2x4s are not necessarily 3.5” x 1.5” (or even close)

· Plan your dog holes after you’ve positioned your vise

· Wood moves (you have to plan for movement in your fastening system)

· When building a workbench it helps to have a good workbench
· There are lots of ways to plane a benchtop

· Wood moves (large blocks of glued up stock, such as a benchtop, may not stay flat)

Workbench plans, costs, construction notes, presentations, pictures and reference materials will be made available.

